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SINCE 1970

Box 110 e Rover Ridge Drive @ Mechanicville, NY 12118 e 1-800-533-2210

Rover Specialists Since 1970

Discovery Land Rover Range Rover

As the largest independent supplier of quality Rover
parts & accessories in North America, Atlantic British
can offer you the lowest prices, quaranteed. Should you find a lower
advenrtised price we’ll match it and even give you a gift for your trouble.

QUALITY Every part we sell is quaranteed OEM quality
and backed by our exclusive 5-Point Quality
Assurance Guarantee. If the part does not perform as expected, return it for
a full refund, no questions asked.

SERVI< : E We maintain a huge inventory in stock and can
almost always ship within 24 hours - just call

us toll-free! Next-day shipping and Saturday deliveries are also available.

)

Call for your FREE subscription to the Roverlog!

Toll-Free Order Line:
1~800;53§.~22 10

1 4 -y

VISA
N

* Verifiable written proof required. Does not apply to inferior quality parts, going-out-of-business sales,
one-of-a-kind or limited quantities, or when advertised items are not available from other retailers,
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TREAD LIGHTLY!

ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND

Member, Association of Rover Clubs, Ltd., U.K.
Corporate (voting) member, Tread Lightly! Inc.

Statements and opinions expressed in THE ALUMINUM WORKHORSE
Magazine are not necessarily those of the LROA, NA or it's agents. You
are strongly advised to obtain independent verification of all information,
data, and methods found in these pages before acting upon them. Thus 1s
particularly true where safety is concerned. The LROA, NA, it's agents,
members, and/or contributors will not accept liability or any form of
responsibility or for any accident, loss, or damage resulting either directiy
or indirectly from errors, omissions, or contradictions in this publication.
Nor will the LROA, NA. , it's agents, members, and/or contributors accept
liability cr any form of responsibility for information supplied to the
general public. Participation in any event organized or sponsored by
LROA, NA or it's agents, or members is at your own risk. It is a condition
of entry to, and participation in an LROA event, including static display,
that vehicle occupants and/or participants carry insurance and that they
agree to absolve and indemnify the LROA, NA, it's agents and/or
members against liability, however this should be occasioned. Although
the LROA is pleased to draw attention to events that may interest it's
mcmbership. the LROA, NA, does not act as a sponsor, or an agent tor
organizers, of events unless specifically stated as so in this publication.
You get the picture.

Deadlines for material: Feb 15, May 15, Aug 15, Nov 15,
[temns for publication should be original. If copyrighted,
please include permission to print. All contributions: news
items, event schedules, articles, tech tips, etc. may be hand
written or typed.

The most preferable media is a Macintosh formatted, 3 -1/
2" diskette. If using DOS, please save in MS Word, Word
Perfect, or as ASCIl on 3 1/2" diskette.

We can translate to Mac.

The ALUMINUM WORKHORSE is produced using
PageMaker v. 5.0 and Microsoft Word, v. 5.0.
Permission to reprint any material herein is granted to all
other Rover clubs as long as acknowledgment 1s given to
the author and publication.

President: Steve Hill (#1, CA)
PO Box 162201, Sacramento, CA 95816-162201
I- 916- 393- 3767
Secretary: Domingo Dias (#115, CA)

PO Box 6836, Oakland, CA 94603-6836
Membership/Treasurer: Bob & Sue Bernard (54, CA)
PO Box 1144 Paradise, CA 95967-1144
1- 916- 877- 5656
Editor: Brad Blevins (#57, CA)

PO box 872, Concord, CA 94522
1- 510- 687- 1188
Assistant Editors: Lynn Helm (CA),
Lynne LeRoy (CA), & Susan McCasland ( CO)

Front Cover:

Always reluctant to stand in front of a camera when
someone is shooting, John “Bugman” Kirn (CA) poses
for Granville Pool (CA) next to his beautiful I1A 109
Station Wagon at the Hayward, CA British Car Meet.
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For advertising rate sheet, please call Brad Blevins
at 1-510-687-0955 or write to:
LROA, PO Box 872, Concord, CA 94522,




BITS AND PIECES

« THANKS TOTHE BERNARDS!... Your
editor was talking to Sue Bernard recently
and realized that she and her husband, Bob
deserve a big hand for their selfless sacrifice
of time to be sure that addresses don’t get lost,
checks get deposited, and postage gets paid.

Of course, there is much more to the job

and not too many people have offered to do 1t
in their stead. So, Thanks Bob & Sue!

«INTERNATIONAL DUES IN-
CREASE!... We have a number of members

outside the U.S., but it costs more to produce
& mail the AW to those mecmbers than the

dues they pay. So new members and renew-
ing members outside the U.S. will see a mod-
erate dues hike... $4 for those in Canada &
Mexico, and $6 for the rest of the world. We
are also specifically requesting that dues be
paid in U.S. dollars.

* ROVER DISCUSSION GROUPINTER-
NET ADDRESS... If you are able to get onto
the internet, try accessing
Majordomo @Chunnel. UK. Stratus.Com and
ask to be put onto the mailing list. Next thing
you know, you'll be recetving Rover—reiated
messages from around the world. Lots of
good stuff there.

* WANT TO START A PARTS BUSI-
NESS? There are several parts wholesalers in
the U.K. We have recently heard from one of
them, Premier Supply Company, which 1s
interested in distributing in North America.
Write to:

Premier Supply Company

Perram Works,

Merrow Business Center, Merrow
Guildford

Surrey, England GU4 7BP

« L. RW... Land Rover World, a British—
based magazine for Land Rover enthusiasts,
has been giving us some publicity 1n their
recent 1ssues. We have even received some
new members because of it!

Not only that but they have given the club
a free subscription! The folks over there seem
genuinely interested in our welfare. We’ve
written to LRO anumber of times and haven’t
recerved a response. Don’t know why...

We mentioned last issue that they are
offering club members a discount on sub-
scriptions. Subscription rates for LROA mem-

bers are now: US & Canada Airmail, £45.00.
These prices are 25% below the regular sub-
scription rate. Call at 081-597-7335 or write:
LRW Subscription Dept.
Hainault Road, Little Heath
Romford, Essex RM6 SNP
England

« SOUTHWEST & BAJA... 4—-Wheeling
Adventures is an expedition organization run
by Harry Lewellyn an off-road enthusiast
who teaches four—wheeling at colleges in
Southern California, leads back country tours
in places like Death Valley and Baja, writes
articles for oft-road magazines, and pub-
lishes an oft—road newsletter catled the Eco-
logical4—Wheeling Newsletter. We have spo-
ken to Harry by phone a few times now and
find him to be made of the stuff that we like to
think all our members are made of. So, even
though Harry doesn’t drive a Land Rover
vehicle, we’d like to give you his address:

Harry Lewellyn
2925 College Ave. #A-7
Costa Mcsa, CA 92626

The subscription price is not listed 1n his
newsletter, but, based on other information
there, it fooks like the costis $15/yr. If you are
mterested in travelling in this part of the
world a la 4X4, you wiil be happy to have the
benefit of Harry's experience.

» RUMOR... The U.S. law that says you
can only import vehicles trom 1967 or older
without DOT upgrades, has been changed.
The new law makes it any vehicle 25 years old
or older. That means that, 1f true, you can
bringina 1969 109! 0Ora 1970 109 by the time
the paperwork 1s done.

« CAMEL TROPHY BOOK... The Gireat
Adventure 1s a 200 page cotfee table book
which, in celebration of the event’s 15th an-
niversary, s filled with photos commemorat-
ing the Camel Trophy’s history. The cost 18
$65. And you can call your order in using
your credit card. The numberis41/216910595
or fax to 41/216910600. Or write to:

Camel Trophy

SQP S.A.

P.O. Box 129, CH - 1025
St. Sulpice, Switzerland

* THEROVER RAG... That’s the name of
a nice little newsletter put out by Concise

Exportise, Ltd., of Vancouver, Canada (known
to many as Octopus Parts). These folks have
a motto: “Quality parts at fair prices”. They
send their “parts special” flyer out along with
the ncwsletter and those prices certainly hve
up to their motto. They also have a list ot used
parts on the flyer which are real bargains.
To get on their mailing list, give them a

call at 604-925-1514 or fax them at 604-922-
8340 or write to:

Concise Exportisc Ltd.

3396 Marine Dr.

W. Vancouver, B.C.

Canada V7V 1M9

*« OOOPS... Inthe lastissuec of the AW, we
ran an article about a matl carrier who ran the
queen of England off the road. We gave duc
credit to the ncwspaper which originally ran
it but we didn’t tell you how we came across
it. Eric McKay found it while on a trip 1n
Scotland earlier this ycar. Thanks Eric!

* ANOTHER RUMOR... We’ve heard that
somcone at LRNA is finding out about “gray
market” vehicles in the U.S. and turning the
owners in. It would seem that this is an effort
to eliminate any illegal activity which might
involve the Land Rover name. The source of
information regarding these vehicles 1s most
likely classified ads in publications such as
Hemmings and club newsletters. It you have
anillegal or “gray market™ vehicle, be warned.

« NEW ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
AW ... hopefully you will soonbe seeing some
ads in the AW that you haven’t seen before.
These advertisers may be overseas compa-
nies or not. Whoever they are, we are happy
that they have chosen to give us their support
in this way.

« LROA WINDOW STICKERS
The sticker is black on clear (frosted) sclf
adhesive and measures 4.25" x 5.5". It 1s
printed in reverse so that you can put it on the
inside of your window and it will read’ from
the outside. Please send a check for $1.50 to:
LROA
PO Box 1144
Paradise, CA 95967

« BACK ISSUES... We have some 1ssues
from Fall, '90; all 3 issues from 1992; Spring,
Fall & Winter of '93; and the Spring, Summer,
& Fall of ‘94. They can be purchased for $5
each. Make check to Emu design. Mail to:
LROA, P.O. Box 872, Concord, CA 94522..

LROA KEY FOBS...
The price is $4.00. That includes shipping.
Send a $4.00 check (made out to LROA) to:
David Ducat
1006 Goshen Hili Rd.
Lebanon, CT 06249




Letters

Dear AW,

[ thought I was well clear of this atfliction —“Land Rover Owner
Syndrome”. Boy, was I wrong!

It started, this time, with Four Weddings and a Funeral. We
rented it. As we watched... there 1t was; a Land Rover. My wite
pointed it out to me and said, “It’s almost time to get back into those,
isn’t it?”

| cuess it was. Abouta week later, I was cruising the gold country
above Fresno (CA) when I ran into Ray Prior in his 88 and another
guyinan 88. I wentoverto chat & look at theirrigs. All of the people
in my car club who were on that run were looking at me like I'd lost

Most of Our Members Expire This Spring!

At least, their LROA memberships do.

Your Mailing Label has information that you should
know in order to keep your membership current. We try
to send postcards out to remind everyone about
expiration dates, but they are often put aside until too
late. What results is a missed issue of the

| Aluminum Workhorse.

Won'’t you please take a moment to have a look at your
. Mailing Label? if your membership is going to expire
. soon, why not drop a check into the mail right away and
avoid missing an issue?

GENUINE

BRriTisSH PACIFIC LTD.

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA

Authorized parts specialist for
Series I, IIA, & III Land Rovers

Thank You!

Thanks to all of you, British Pacific Ltd. has had
an amazingly succesful first year under new
ownership. Qur rapid growth has allowed us
to expand our inventory to serve you even better
next year. Lawrance, Marty and Steve thank you,
and look forward to helping you with your 'Rove

Call for the new 1995 catalog
800 554-4133

my mind as I extolled the LR"s abilities. “Why do you want one of
those leaky old things?” Too hard to explain. Either you like them
or you don’t. I like ‘em!.

Back at home, I pulled out all my old LROs, AWs, and cata-
logues from parts houses. Then, at the new Barnes and Nobles Book
Store, there was a new magazine, Land Rover World, put out by the
same English company that puts out Mini World (another recurring
obsession of mine).

Deal mein! I’ve owned four Land Rovers in the last 20 years and
['m looking for my fifth. Anyone know of a broken, bent, rusted,
rolled or roached 109 3—door? Never have had one of those —
thought I’d like to give it a try.

My first LLand Rover was a 1965 88, my second—ever vehicle. |
bought it in Fort Collins, CO for $500. Boy, did I love that truck! It
had been rolled, and needed some work but I put 1t back together and
had some good times. A week before leaving Colorado, [ damaged
something 1n the engine during my last off-road trip. I had been
planning to drive it out to California with my motorcycle in the
back, like I had done a year earlier in 1972 from Florida to CO. So
now I was going to have to blow off school and stay to fix my truck,
or sell 1t and bike out west.

A friend of mine named Jim had an M38A1 and we always went
off—road together. We both lived outside of Boulder in a canyon
with great access to old mining roads & such —some right across the
road from my house. Jim had been impressed with my truck. I went
places he couldn’t follow! The only time I ever got it stuck (to where
I needed another truck to help me out, that 1s), he had to pay out
winch line almost to its end to hook onto me!

Jim heard that I'd blown up my Land Rover, so he offered to buy
it from me. For $350! Not running! I accepted his ofter, but 1 still
miss that truck sometimes.

Seems as though I’m starting to ramble so I'll sign off for now.

Fritz Radicci, CA.

Brad,

[ have recently become the North American representative for the
UK based “Dormobile Owners’ Club”. My fondness for the Land
Rover Dormobiles, and the fact that I now own three, has driven me to
get involved in this club. I would like you to put the ctub in the “Clubs
in North America” section for me. We have about seven Land Rover
Dormobiles registered around the U.S. and 1 know there are more. |
have received a lot of help from other club members, and hope others
will benefit as I have. If you could please include the information,
perhaps I can find a few more club members hiding out there.

They should contact:

Michael J. Smith (LR Coordinator for the Americas)
Dormobile Owners’ Club

50 Harden Ave.

Camden, ME 04843

Phone 207-236-8162

Or UK direct:

Allan Horne (Secretary & Membership)
Dormobile Owners’ Ciub
23 Fairmile
Avyelsbury, Bucks. HP21 7JS
England
Thanks,
Mlke Smith, ME




BLUE RIDGE AREA

o Late Jan: BRLRC Winter Mect,
Parkersburg, WV. Hosts: Tim Moore & David
Ritchie. Phone 304-428-3008.

« May 5-7: BRLRC Spring Meet,
Parkersburg, WV. Contact Dave Ritchie at
304-428-5035.

» June 23-25: BRLRC Back to Basics 1L
George Washington National Forest, west of
Harrisonburg, VA. Contact David Schworm
at 410-263-7457.

e Summer ‘95: BRLRC Summer Meet.

 Fall ‘95: BRLRC Fall Meet. Staunton,
VA. Hosts: Beau & Resa Beasley.

CALIFORNIA

April 28-30: Expedition & camp thru
Mendocino Ntl Forest. Land Rovers , Range
Rovers, Discoverys, 110s, 90s all welcome.
Family groups welcome. Travel on main-
tained & un—maintained dirt roads to archaeo-
logical and natural history sites of interest.
Gonzo 4X4 side trips optional in OHV areas.
Routes will be well organized so you can

Camel Trophy Mundo Maya ‘95

The 1995 Camel Trophy has been set for May 20 through June 1]

Events Calendar
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show up at any time during the weekend. Call
Morgan at 510-883-0931 or Granville Pool at
707-485-7220.

GEORGIA

e March 12: Tentative date for Land Rover
Meet in No. Georgia

« May 13: Atlanta British Motorcar Day

*3rd Tuesday of each month N.GA Land
Rover owners meet at Georgia Pig, 7:00pm.

Contact Jack Walter, 404-641-0147

MAINE

e Feb. 19: Winter Safari XI. The |1th
Winter Safari Departs the Mowry Farm at
7:00 am on Feb 19. Have your Land Rover
fueled and packed with a picnic lunch as well
as the necessary tire chains, snatch straps and
other extrication equipment., Our first stop
will be The Potting Shed Restaurant on Route
109 in Acton, ME, where we can top off on
coffee & food. After that, we cruise to Carroll
County, NH for a full day of off-road in the
snow, mud, sleet, rain or hail... whatever
nature dishes out to us, At days end we will

'.;'?: " i

congregate at the Mowry Farm for a supper of
pizza & beer, videos, & more socializing.
Everyone i1s welcome to bring sleeping bags
and use the ample floor space available. The
floor is also available the night before the
event. Call Ron Mowry at 207-658-90064,
ME..

e July 1 & 2. DownEast VII Mid Coast
Maine. The largest, longest running, most
laid back rally in North America, and it’s all
free. See report on page 8. Call 207-789-5303
or write: Myles Murphy

RR2 Box 23
Lincolnville, ME 04849

OTTAWA

eJan: Annual meeting/ elections

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

» Feb 25: Annual meeting, Denny’s in
Centralia

« May: Northwest Challenge, British Co-
lumbia, Canada.

Contact Doug at 503-661-5123

1. This will be “the most ambitious in the event’s 16 year history, with a record

20 participating nations embarking on a 1,7000km circumnavigation of five countries”, according to Camel Trophy officials. Those countries are
Belize, Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras.
Camel Trophy Event Director lain Chapman said: “This year’s event will have everything. It will be challenging, demanding and possibly the
most varied to date”.
: | ” M
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But there is a great deat of emphasis on the archaeology and history
which the participants will encounter. They will have an extraordinary
opportunity to gain insights into “one of the western hemispherc’s
greatest civilizations — the Maya’.

The event is being billed by Camel Trophy Event organizers as
being a “journey of discovery” and, yes, the Land Rover vehicle they
are going to use is the Discovery.

As reported in the Summer ‘94 issue of the Aluminum Workhorse,
women are now invited to participate in the Camcl Trophy Adventure.

Many of this year’s applicants are women and the chances seem good
that the trials in Colorado, which will determine the U.S. team, will
include several women.

The 3-day trials will start on February 10 and the 12 selected
applicants will be shaved down to four finalists who will be sent to
[stanbul where they will compete to see which team of two will be
selected to represent the U.S. That team will once more go to Colorado
for more training until the actual event in May.

Once agam the_ ‘Dlsco” WI|| be the vehlcle of choice
for the Camel Trophy Adventure.

‘95 WARN Trophy

The ‘95 WARN Trophy Adventure will take place in Morocco. The dates for the event will be March 27 through April 1. 60 vehicles will
compete on a journey from the Atlas mountains through the Sahara.




News and Info

Range Rover Parts Prices
Dropped

According to LRO, Land Rover has dropped the price of 70 genuine parts for the “classic”
Range Rover. This includes doors, fenders, tailgates, grilles, and bumpers. This 1s an effort to
make genuine parts more competitive in the parts market. The price cuts, averaging 15% will
apply to 1970 through 1986 models.

Land Rover Plant in Kenya
Revives Old Land Rovers

Hobson Vehicle Reconditioning, Ltd. , Land Rovers new overseas agent has been able to
continue operation of a reconditioning plant in kenya which was facing funding problems. The
plant was set up in the ‘80s so that fleet owners (of series Il Land Rovers) who couldn’t afford
to buy new 110s could keep using Land Rovers. They could have their Land Rovers recondi-
tioned for about two-thirds the cost of a 110.

By last year, costs had risen and government subsidies had been withdrawn, so the seven
reconditioning factories in Africa were forced to close their doors. But using a more cost
effective system, Land Rover has been able to put the Kenyan plant back into business. When
running at full capacity, the plant will be reconditioning 1000 Land Rovers per year.

Rob Modica (AZ) found this incredible Series |1 “80” ina local barnyard.

The serial # indicates 1951 o |
but the headlights bug- | - ' -
ging out through a full
wire mesh grill (not an in-
verted “T”) suggests
1950. Door handles sug-
gest mid 1951 and side
lights were officially
moved to the wings in the
spring of ‘51. But Robs 80
has blanked—off bulkhead
lights with Series ll-style
. lenses fitted in a non-
standard position on the

R R e e e e e e e R -.: -.: .:.- : - .:.- : -.-1:: - :-- --:.:.
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24 Heures TT
de Paris Rally

Y ou may not have heard of the 24 Heures TT de
Paris but companies like Nissan, Toyota and
Mitsubishi compete in it. It’s a “‘gruelling 24-hour
off-road endurance event” to quote LRO. The
course this year consisted of nine kilometers of
“torturous” mud.

The winning Range Rover, wasenteredintothe
event by Land Rover France and after the 24 hours,
had managed 99 laps. Total mileage was 554 miles
with stops for fuel and driver changes only.
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wings. Also note the tri-
angle in the rear lower
door top. Originally there
~ was acanvas flap provid-
' ing access to an inner
door handle. Wheel rims
are not standard. Other
similar SerieslIsinthe U.S.
have the wing—mounted
side lights in the same
location. This Series |
came equipped withatow
bar and was hauled home
| behind Rob’s veiy smanrt
{ Series IIA 109 Station
wagon. MJM.

g

Did You Know...

The 4 Cylinder
Chevrolet Engines
give 90-145hp
& Bolt Right Into
Land Rovers

Without any Cutting!

Call Us About
Adapter Kits

Rebuilt Transmissions,
Transfer Cases,
Differentials
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News &
Information

Corporate Cn;nunitulions e 4390 Parlioment Place, P.0. Box 1503, Lanham, Maryland 20706 = (301) 731-9041 = Fox (301) 731-9054

ALL NEW RANGE ROVER 4.0 SE SLATED FOR EARLY 1995 LAUNCH

Land Rover, the British specialist four—wheel drive manufacturer, will soon bring an all-new Range Rover to the United States and Canada.

The new Range Rover 4.0 SE will inherit the crown of its predecessor after that vehicle’s twenty-five year run as the gold standard of sport utility vehicles. The new
Range Rover 4.0 SE goes beyond the concept of the original Range Rover to not only surpass that vehicle’s legendary off-road capability, but to also provide superior
on-road nide and handling characteristics.

The original Range Rover, launched in 1970, has gained a worldwide reputation for its classic and elegant style. It is the only vehicle ever to have been exhibited n
the Louvre 1n Panis 1n recognition of its design. In response to customers’ wishes, the engineering team for the new Range Rover 4.0 SE has adopted an evolutionary
approach, retaining many of the key styling features of the classic model. The commanding driving position, distinctive hood and front end, the large glass areas and the
split tailgate have all been retained.

While maintaining 1its distinctive image, the Range Rover 4.0 SE started from a clean sheet of paper with only about one percent of the parts being carried over from
the original vehicle. It 1s the most advanced vehicle of its type ever made. Inside, the all-new integrated fascia and center console provide an ergonomically correct
environment for the driver, Passengers enjoy luxury and convenience features previously unavailable to sport utility buyers.

The new Range Rover 4.0 SE is slightly larger than the original with more headroom, more legroom, a larger rear seat compartment and 50% more luggage space.
It has class leading aerodynamics with a 0.38 Cd.

The new model will be available in North America withanew 4.0 liter version of Land Rover’s world-renowned aluminum V-8 engine, giving world-class performance
and refinement. Top speed of 118 m.p.h. and effortless cruising are matched to towing capacities of 7700 pounds in low range and up to 6500 pounds at highway speeds.

Land Rover engineers have designed a totally new ladder-style chassis, new front and rear suspension systems and new beam axles to give the Range Rover 4.0 SE
outstanding on- and off-road performance. Rear trailing arms are of a revolutionary design and are made of a lightweight composite material, Electronic traction control
and state-of-the-art all-terrain anti-lock brakes are standard.

A very sophusticated ZF four-speed automatic transmission is fitted as standard equipment featuring an innovative H-gate shift pattern, developed by Land Rover
engineers to enable the driver to operate all high and low range functions with one lever via electronic control.

Like all Land Rovers, the new Range Rover 4.0 SE features a highly refined permanent four-wheel drive system with a viscous coupled center differential and two-
speed transter gearbox. Both systems were developed exclusively for the new vehicle.

Safety in the new Range Rover was a design priority including standard dual airbags and knee bolsters, adjustable seatbelt anchorages for all passengers, anti-
submarining seat frames, stde-door impact beams and a cass-leading security system.

Passenger comfort 1s monitored by an automatic climate control system with side to side temperature setting for driver and front seat passenger. Burl walnut and
Connoly leather are included in the interior to give refinement, comfort and luxury.

The new Range Rover 4.0 SE has the most extensive use of computer electronics in any sport utility vehicle. Its Body electrenic Module (BeCM) monitors hundreds
of parameters and will even dip exterior door mirrors when backing up. It can even determine which driver is approaching the vehicle, thanks to an encoded entry system,
and automatically adjust the seating and mirror seftings to preset position.

The new Range Rover, the result of a nearly $500 million investment program, is aimed at not only traditional loyal customers, but also at people who buy other luxury

“models and performance cars. It will be built on the most advanced sport utility assembly line in the world where no associates may wear a ring or watch lest they damage

the flawless painted surfaces. The new Range Rover 4,0 SE is expected to be available in the U.S. and Canadian markets in midwinter.
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This section wzll mfroduce you m and keep you abreast of what's going on with Land Raver Clubs thmughout Nm th America.

Portland All-British Field Meet, 1994

Granville Pool, CA

Hearing about it and Thinking about it: At the Hayward, California
British Car Meet, I met a Bay Area Land-Rover owner named Vance
Chin. He told me about the Land-Rover owners discussion list on the
Internet. For reasons I don’t remember, it was a while before [ managed
to get connected to the list. Shortly thereafter, I read a posting from Mike
Fredette of Portland, Oregon in which he casually mentioned the upcom-
ing Portland All-British Field Meet, the largest all-British car leak in the
U.S. With Land-Rover as the featured marque this year, it sounded really

great. I did not at that point scriously consider going, as it would be an s
expensive five-day outing (from northwestern Calitornia).
But, upon joining the list, I had mentioned that I might have a few — 4

choice parts for sale (or trade), in particular, a Dormobile top for a 109.
Well! That very night, I got a phone call from Gord’n Perrott of Seattle.
He wanted my top, no doubt and offered an appealing trade fora 12,000
Ib. winch. After some discussion, we agreed on the trade. The natural
way to get together and complete the trade would be at the Portland meet.
| was now able to talk myself into going.

Heading there (Thursday and Friday): My son Bennett and I headed to Portland about one o’clock in the afternoon, on Thursday, the 1st of
September. driving our pickup loaded with the Dormobile top and about 1,000 Ibs of other Land-Rover parts, and towing a *73 Series 111 88
hardtop. We made it to Ashland, Oregon that night (nice town, highly recommended). In the morning, on our way out ot the motel parking lot
(driving the Land-Rover), we met another Land-Rover, belonging to Jim Russell of San Francisco. We had hoped to meet but knew that it was
a long shot. He happened to drive by just as we pulled out! After a bite of breakfast and some excellent conversation, we parted company. Jim
hit the road and Bennett and I did a little shopping before heading on to Portland.

Getting there (Friday): We arrived at the speedway in Portland a little before dark. We managed to find the Land-Rover camp area, with the
aid of a rather confusing map. A few Land-Rover folks were already set up and others trickled in until well after dark. As we started to set up
camp, it started to rain and the wind began to blow a gale! We somehow managed to get setup. By then it was good and dark and most folks had
headed over to the Lions Inn a few miles away, where the no-host cocktail party, reception, and pre-registration event was taking place,

So we hustled over to the reception to see what was going on. In alarge exhibition hall, a goodly number of British Auto owners were gathered
and visiting joyfully (effects of the no-host bar reinforcing the natural high of all those British car nuts). Two Land-Rovers were on display in
the hall, a very nicely restored 88" and a very thoroughly thrashed 88 belonging to the renowned perpetrator of the infamous Northwest Challenge
wing-banging off-road event, Doug Shipman. Bennettand I agreed that his was probably the prettiest Land-Rover we had ever seen, withits artfully
mangled bodywork and scrious-enthusiasts-only-need-apply equipment. No nonsense about that Rover. The beautifully restored 88 belonged
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.. continued onp. &

DownEast VI

Myles Murphy, ME

The same happy gang shows up every year. Familiar faces driving
familiar Rovers. In some cases a once familiar piece of junk sports a
new paint job, anew chassis, new seats & trim, and all1s set for another
20 years of service life. The previous years, some unintiated have
shown up driving their first Land Rovers. By now, they have gone from
shy gawkers to one of those who 15 seen running from one Rover to the
next, taking notes and asking — for the first time — sensible questions.

At least half of the participants are either new to the Rover scene or
are venturing out for the first time. As a rule, most Rover owners are
the only ones in their neighborhoods who drive 30 year old, British—
built four—wheel drive vehicles. A situation like that can make the most

stalwart feel a bit freakish. But upon arrival at Owl’s Head, they begin Jim Pappés (of the Bay State Rover Club, MA) talks
o feel —eh, normal. about the Discovery to Carolyn Richards of
Thomaston, ME.

.. continued on p. 10




Portland, continued...

to areally charming fellow with whom I had a great chat the next night at the barbecue but whose
name [ just can’t recall (sorry).

At the show (Saturday): Early Saturday morning, the other vehicles and the rest of the Land-
Rovers started arriving and queuing up to find their show spaces. It was easier for those of us
who had camped, as we were able to tove to the show area fromthe other side. The Land-Rovers
were grouped together by Series, more or less. We managed to park next to an impressive setup
of acamouflage military Series III 109 with a snazzy display of camo netting and various military
paraphernalia (Loren and Linda Stelzenmueller’s, I think).

Also Saturday was the free “Jungle Course”, off-road rides being sponsored by Rasmussen
.and-Rover, LRNA, and the local Pacific Coast Rover Club. The course used an existing
motocross course and a track through some actually jungly woods and some rather marshy
erassland. Good stuff! Lots of folks waited patiently for aturn in a Range Rover County Long-
Wheelbase (tasteful combination of Beluga black and gooey mud), a Defender 110 (Gregg
Rasmussen’s personal one), and a Defender 90 (proper Coniston green, with just a “Bimini” top).
With the preférence being for, in decreasing order: 90, 110, RR. All did the snotty course with
aplomb, even the RR with its mild-treaded tyres (I tried to walk onit and almost went on my butt).
Even when high-centering over the humps, the RR managed to move forward without drama,
at least in Greg Rasmussen’s skillful hands when I went. Jolly good fun!

[t was wonderful to meet so many nice folks and see all those great Rovers. According to
Doug Shipman, there were 85 Land-Rovers registered, five in the parking area, five left in the
camping area. A few more showed up on Sunday, including a startling psychedelically painted
109 and Cap’n Camo incognito in Carol’s Range Rover. Just wish I were a lot better at keeping
names, faces, and associated vehicles straight. Those not mentioned here did not necessarily
make less of an impression. The whole show was very well and protessionaily run and kept us
trying to juggle to figure what to do next, as no one could not possibly fit it all in. During the
show, while | was having a quick look at what was there besides Land-Rovers, there was even
some wonderful live traditional Scottish music. Well, not all quite traditional, with a finale of
highland rap! You would have to see and hear it to beheve it!

I was delightfully surprised to meet John and Phyllis Rostykus with their old-Land-Rover-
88-closely-resembling-a-military-Defender-90. [ had read their thread on the Internet with great
interest but didn’t realize that we were to run into them in Portland.

There were several ex-military 90s and 110s. One of the 1 10s was particularly impressive.
In alpine white, it neatly avoided looking like a refrigerator by the addition of huge, blue “UN"
letters on the sides. Very official-looking, evenif it wasn’treally. This impressively expedition
outfitted 110 2-door (even had screens on the door windows) was the prize possessions of Craig
Bixby, from near Spokane. He had a lot of interesting stories to tell and has quite a fleet of
Solihull’s finest, including a 109 with winch and overdrive, a Range Rover with front and rear
air-lockers, and an old 88 with an agricultural PTO. Unfortunately not at the show. I'd really
like to have a look at that last one.

Anotherhighlight was seeing two beautifully restored Dormobiles (Tony and Linda Starbird s
and Doug Shipman’s, I think)., Right next to the Dormobiles at the show was a very nice,
complete, and original Land-Rover 1960 88" fire tender, belonging to Jack Kelly (a nice tellow
who never seemed to tire of letting kids get in and operate the siren).

Can’t forget to mention that, in addition to meeting Jim Russell, we had the pleasure of seeing
two other Bay Area Land-Rover devotees, both also of Internet fame: TernAnn Wakeman (who

attended last year's meet and was accompa-
nied by her great fuzzy dog named Bear (as In
Polar; it’s a Great Pyrenees), and Vance Chin
(who got me started 1n this chain of events).
Also from California was a wannabe-Land-
Rover-owner, Walt Swain, from Davis.

Noticed a high percentage of Land-Rov-
ers equipped with serious winches (don’t re-
call seeing any capstan winches but not sure).
Serious tyres, too (even a few Michelin
XCLs—pant, pant). A note for readers who
have 88s equipped with 15" wheels: As an
alternative to fitting 16" wheels, a couple of
owners (at least) at the show had fitted B.F.
Goodrich Mud-Terrainradials in 33x9.50x 15
tires. About the same width and overall
diameter as 235/85x16 and cost close to the
same without necessitating purchasc of new
wheels. Folks with those tires seemed to be
happy with them,

[ think the prize for number of Land-
Rovers brought by one family would have to
oo to the Perrotts of Seattle. I'm not sure, but
believe that Gord’n, Stephani, and Gord’n’s
mother each drove one. Stephani was towing
a military utility trailer, one was towing an
80" Series | on a car trailer, and somchow
Gord’n’s beautifully turned-out coii-sprung
88 special-under-construction also got there.
Gord’n’s mom, incidentally, was driving the
only lightweight present (her daily driver).

The most unusual Land-Rover, though,
had to be the Series II 109" air-portable (and
floatable if it still had the original add-on
pontoons) brought by Andre (I didn’t catch
his last name) from British Columbta. I had
read about that rare model but really ncver
dreamed I’d get to see one in the metal.

No forward-controls; bummer.

A number of Series Is, including a 107 (or
109) pickupand anice grey 107 station wagon,
which was owned by Markus Burkhart and
David Mercer.

Lots of interesting camping adaptations,
too. I didn’t find time to really check that
many of them out, though. One which cer-
tainly made an impression because 1t was
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simple, easily replicated, and handy, was John Benham’s (from Spo-
kane) shower setup. Just an RV on-demand pump, lengths of garden
hose, various adapters and fittings available at any hardware store, and
a large pan of water heated on a Coleman stove. Also had a frame for
a tarp which hooked to the side of his Rover for privacy.

Several polished Land-Rovers (no paint on the aluminum) were on
Now

hand, including one belonging to Dan Mallchuk of Hawaii.
Bennett wants to do that to one
of ours. Hmmm...

Barbecue (Saturday
Evening): Well, eventually the
show woundtoacloseand some
of the folks started heading for
home or back to the camping
area. For many of us, though, 1t
was time to wash the 90-weight
off our hands, puton fresh Land-
Rovertee-shirts or safari shirts,
and toodle on over to the ban-
quet tent for the barbecue and
awards ceremonies. The bar-
 becue was about as good as that
sort of thing can be (no host bar
helped), although some who had
been regulars of the meet said
that the usual Land-Rover bar-
becue at the Starbirds’ “ranch”
i1s @ much better do. I'm game
lo try it, as the awards for the
other makes, especially the Jag-
uars (and I love Jags—used to
own a couple), got rather te-
dious. Actually Bennett and |
were just disappointed that there
was no prize for the best oil-
leaker, as we felt we were a
shoe-1n tor that one. Atdinner,
we sat with the other California
folks and some other worthies.
The condition of admission to
our table was that all rib bones
would be saved for Bear
(TeriAnn reported that he was
very gratetul). The table con-
versation and camaraderie were
excellent. Eventually this too wound down and we wandered back to
camp.

The camping was great. About 20-25 Land-Rovers at camp the first
night and more than 40 the second (Saturday night). The best part of
the camping was the around the not—campf{ire talks each night until late
hours (especially Saturday night). You could wander from group to
group and glean all sorts of wisdom, humor, and conviviality. Great,
just great!!

It was during one of these talks that I heard some juicy advance
rumors about forthcoming Land-Rover models in the U.S. (from a
well-placed source). The big rumor 1s that there i1s to be a tour-door
Defender 90. A four-door version would of course be exempt from the
25% duty whichis a big part of the high price of the current model. The
tour-door would have only a 2.5% duty and 1s therefore supposed to
have a base price of $23,000. Still a lot of money but much better. The
Discovery is to get the traction control, a four-channel version, no less.
There was some talk about the new Range Rover, too, but that ts old
NEwWs NOw.

Swap meet and playtime (Sunday): Sunday morning, when [ got out
early to count and photograph the campers, I received another bonus

An unusual sight in North America: Andre’s
Airportable 109.

This group of Defender 90 owners parked together
to form one of the show’s high rent districts.

surprise: the Starbirds (who usually host the camp-out at their place)
put on a really delicious breaktast of hot cakes, sausages, and juice for
all the Land-Rover campers. Unbelievable, huh? Actually, they
attributed the breakfast to Stan and Phyllis Pintarich and Loren and
Linda Stelzenmueller. Anyway, it was memorably great and gracious.
Then the swap meet started to set up and that kept me busy, alas, most
of the day. I managed to sneak over and watch the minis and super
sevens slalaaming for a little while
but didn’t manage to get over to the
mudfest at all, Many of the roverites
who were still there went around the
| jungle course to collect their brown
4Ly badges of gonzoism.
| The reason that I was stuck at my
swap-meet space most of the day was
that Bennett had met a lovely young
lady from ldaho who was into
sportscars and was there with her par-
ents. Ithink they got to watch some of
the Land-Rover mud wrestling.
Bennett also got aride around the race
course in a trick Mini-Cooper S and

™

ain B <8 ' now 1§ determined to have one. I

wanted stuff like that, too, when | was
17. Nowadays, I am more interested
in a Foers Ibex... A what?

While I was stuck at my swap-
meet space so was our Land-Rover,
buried behind a pile of parts. Due to
the level of interest in the Rover (none
of which has yet yielded a sale), I was
reluctant to remove the beast from its
pen. Eventually, though, Bennett and
his companion persuaded me to extri-
cate the dog from the kennel and let
him do the course.

After a while, Bennett came walk-
ing back, looking forlorn. He said the
Rover had died for no apparent rea-
son, just as he was about to attack a
w hill; 1t would not restart. [ went, with
Bennett, to the dead Rover to see what
[ could do. Icouldn’t start it either but
noticed that the fuel gauge read
“empty.” This was surprising, as I
didn’t think that we had done that much driving. Nonetheless, this, |
concluded was the problem (turns out the fuel tank had acquired a leak).
So we just hooked up the towbar behind the pickup and headed out. We
later put in some petrol and tried to restart the engine; it still would not
start.

When we got home, I started going through routine tests and was
puzzled as to what was the problem. It acted as though the timing was
all fouled up. After checking the basics and finding that it was getting
fuel, was correctly timed, that the points and plugs were correctly
gapped and clean, and that there was spark at the plugs, I feared the
worst. Got to be the valve timing; the timing chain has skipped a cog
or two. DREAD.

Bennett asked if I had checked the plug wires to see if they were in
the right places (glad to hear that he’s learning something in auto shop).
[ said no, I had considered that but, if no one had messed with them and
it ran before, how could that be a possibility? He said what about that
euy who was trying to help him get it started? What? Yeah, the guy
who said he was a mechanic but didn’t seem like one (driving late-
model Range Rover) WAS fiddling with the plug wires. No buli? I
looked and sure enough they were thoroughly scrambled!! Got them




George Swaller, of Cundy’s Harbor, ME owns this
nicely restored & well-equipped I|IA 88.
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This well-known 88 is the favorite mount of Chris
Laws. Chris is the owner of Bager, a company which
specializes in reupholstering Land Rover interiors.
He does carpets, seats, and all linings. His custom
canvas tops are some of the best available on the
Continent.

Looking through the rear end of a Defender 90, you

can see a line of what the author affectionately calls
“real Land Rovers”.
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On Saturday, July 2nd, we had a delicious feast by the shore of Lake
Megunticook. Everybody decided to show up a bit late. | was about to
pack things up when in came a Defender 90. Then a Discovery,
followed by a 110. Then a Range Rover, a brace of 88s, another Range
Rover and so on. Before long, everybody was loaded down with food
and headin’ for a spot ‘neath the pines to sit and consume. More folks
arrived throughout the afternoon. Some took to canoes & paddled oft
across the lake. Others gathered around various vehicles to discuss
Lord-knows—what.

Later that evening, those who knew about the gathering met at the
Whales Tooth Pubin Lincolnville Beach. We sat on the back deck, told
stories, laughed, joked, ate, drank, and told even more incredulous
stories. The sun set in the mountains to the west. The waves splashed
ashore a hundred feet away to the east, the car park filled with more
Rovers and the circle of chairs got ever wider.

Around 10 0o’clock, who should arrive but Trevor Easton all the way
from Toronto. Trevor drove his 1963 88 to DownEast V in 1993. He
enjoyed himself so much that he had to do it again. Unfortunately, his
ever faithful Rover had a severe dose of the hiccups and when [ had last
spoken to him by phone, even the arrangement for the loan of a 90 from
L.and Rover Canada had fallen through. Trevor disappointedly had to
say that he and Mary wouldn’t make it. By Saturday morning, however, -
they had decided that they would get to the DownEast or bust!.

All I can say is that the DownEast i1s not a “mud” rally. Noris it a
“hill climb” rally. It’s a people rally. Without folks like Trevor & Mary
or Fred & Mary Joyce from Ottawa or Mike & Rosalie Brady from
Rockaway Pt., NY or the rest of the DownEast regulars who are too
numerous to mention, I quite honestly wouldn’t bother my “you—
know—what”. Now the circle was, for me, complete.

Sunday is the big day for the DownEast participants. I arrived at the
Owl’s Head Transportation Museum bright & early. The sky was
clearing fast and the ramp was covered with airplanes. I took a quick
stroll down the flight line to get acquainted with old friends. Dave
Tallichet was seated in the left—hand seat of his B—17 trying to get his
#4 fired up.

Next in line was Jim Vocell tanking up his C—47, all bedecked 1n
Normandy invasion stripes. Nearby, the cover was pulled off a
deHavilland “Vampire” MK-22. Beside it the dew was being wiped
from the canopy of a P-51. As they say, “I'd rather be flying”, but not
this day. A tent, courtesy of L. L. Bean, had just arrived in Ted
Woodward’s late 1IA 88. It was set up first. There, we displayed all
sorts of information about U.S. and Canadian clubs. Back issues of the
Aluminum Workhorse were tied to the tables with string so that they
wouldn’t take flight. By the end of the day they had been gone through
a hundred times.

As the morning progressed, Rovers started to stream in through the
gate. Four Defender 110s were soon noted They were joined by Jack
Fraunfelder in his 1987 110. Rovers North’s off—road director, Mike
Hopwood was the first rally participant to show up in a Defender 90 but
there were soon more.

Another DownEast Debutante was the Discovery. Firstonthe scene
was Eric Riston. Eric works for Atlantic British Parts but was at the
rally simply as an enthusiast. One of the other Discoverys attending
was in the capable hands of Jim Pappas, a founding member of the Bay
State Rover Club. Jim was also a new employee of a MA Land Rover
dealer, Foreign Motors West.

Every year sees more Range Rovers. Rally regulars, Richard &
Marie Wilkinson drove their Great Divide edition Range Rover up to
Maine from Bethesda, Maryland. There was a whole host of other
Rangies — mostly in the hands of those new to the Land Rover
“experience” and rally scene.. The DownEast was quite an experience
for some of these folks. Surrounded by Solihull’s finest, they went

‘home with a deeper appreciation of their “investment”. Some of these

folks promised to return in 1995, not in their Range Rovers but in 2
Series Il or 11l Land Rovers. Everyone attending had a great day. 1 was




exhausted. My arm was aching from shaking hands. My jaw was weak
from talking! Around 4 P.M., engines were fired and the first wave of
vehicles departed.

This departure ritual has developed over the years. Most Land

Rover owners lead a solitary existence on the nation’s highways and

byways but once a year, on a Sunday afternoon, they can indulge 1n a
bit of convoying. This convoy 1s much looked torward to. I strongly
suspect that it is the sole reason some folks come to the rally. (It
possibly explains why some people show up at five ‘till four!).
Apparently there is nothing like driving south on Route One with a
dozen Rovers in front and behind. Most of the joy of this annual
tradition is the incredulous look the Rover owners get from other
motorists and pedestrians.

Those who were not in a hurry to get home had another day's
adventure to look forward to. The Whale’s Tooth Pub was once again
the venue for Sunday evening. The back deck was groaning with the
strain of hungry Roverists! We watched another fabulous sunset, ate
the finest food, drank the best ale, and talked Land Rover 1nto the late
evening hours.

The weather on Monday, July 4th was much the same as the
previous two days — perfect. The meeting place was “Mama’s and
Lennie’s” restaurant in Camden, ME, Mama always serves up a superb
meal.

After breakfast, we started down to the harbor where we met
Defender 110 owner Scott Rocknak. Scott owns a small armada of
yachts which he rents by the hour, day, week, or month. He even takes
normally desk—bound individuals on adventure expeditions.

The plan was to go sailing on one of the many schooners that sail
from Camden. The plan changed when Trevor Easton mentioned that
he had done a great deal of sailing and had owned a yacht. After a quick
chat with Scott and the rest of the gang, we found ourselves being
ferried across the harborinarubberdinghy. Captain Easton and his first
mate, Mary, Bob Raffensperger & family, myself, and others were
press—ganged into service. [ was asked to weigh anchor, but could only
make a rough guess, there being no scales handy.

After jibs, spinnakers and the like were explained, they were
hoisted. What a brilliant idea — Rovin’ the high seas. Four—masted
schooners to the right of us {off starboard), windjammers to the, eh...
port. Sails fluttering in the wind. Hmmm, a confirmed L.and Rovering
landiubber could get to like this sort of thing. It all ended too soon. We
came about and pointed the sharp end 1n the direction from which we
had come. Before long, we were wobbling our way along the winding
streets of Camden looking for Land Rovers and trying to get rid of our
sea legs.

We went our separate ways, but not before agreeing to do it all again
next year.

Some of the gang met later in the evening for the 4th of July
fireworks in nearby Thomaston. It would seem, judging trom the
reports on the DownEast Rally printed in other club newsletters, that
everybody had a great time. When planning the 1994 event, | discov-
cred, much to my surprise, that quite a number of rally regulars had
booked for the ‘94 rally immediately after the 93 show. It came as no
surprise that several people have already booked B&Bs, etc. for 1995.
| guess there’s going to be a DownEast VII whether I like 1t or not.

So here’s the plan: July Ist & 2nd, 1995. Saturday: a feast at my
house, Fire Road 23, Ducktrap, Maine (1 mile north of Lincolnville
Beach, Maine). Sunday: Owl’s Head Transportation Museum, Owl’s
Head, Maine. Lotsa Rovers. Lotsa people. Free air show and more.
Monday: Instead of chartering a yacht, we’re going flying in the
world’s only DC-3/ C—47 on floats (it does have wheels too). This will
happen only if I hear from enough people up to 2 months prior to the
rally. More details in future 1ssues of the AW,

[f you want to be on the DownEast mailing list, send an S.A.S.E. to
Myles Murphy, RR 2, Box 23, Lincolnville, ME 04849. Or call at 207-
789-5303.

Portland, continued...

into their rightiul places; the engine started right up! Huzzah!!

So who was this “mechanic”? We saw a preview for an action
movie the other night and Bennett said there’s the guy who tried to help
me with the Land-Rover! We appreciate his eftorts to help (really) but
maybe he needs a little more coaching before trying out for another
“mechanic” role. Oh, hell, guess it made the trip more interesting and
no harm was done.

On our way home, Bennett and 1 reminisced and shared our
impressions of the meet. We both had a great time and have resolved
to make this event an annua<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>