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ALROC {The fAssocistivn of land Rover Owaurs of Cenada) is a Canadain non-profit association of Land Rover enthusiasts,
he they owners, operators Moy travellers, Memberchip applications are invitad fros-abtFoFSone it—ihe
rﬁst of F%?.hﬂ ;&i ANRUT. nﬂmbﬂ”” will receive the Transfer box and the annual Heabershin directory, as well 23 ather
ii persen or by eail in the annual meeting, and may hold office in the

.
lzc hav- ancess to z considerable store of expertize and paterial usefil for
i"

Hhere 1 al nuaBers permit, azsbers are oacouraged to form ALROD chapters, so that they might work and enjoy their
rt

Land Ravers together, By offering msshers hetter UL fﬂr vehicle restoration and maintenance, as well as  gor
orcasions for mavirg fun with like-minded peaple, local chapters will inevitable serye to strengthen ALROC and

preserva our anino Land Rovers,

RLROC is presently lizadguartersd in British Dolusbia, Electsd pfficers are:
Rarald Hugni n:, ,r9=1d=nt

;¥
Aty ;raham, ﬁ mbsrﬁh F Sscretary
LI L
The founding Fresident is Harcld Huqgins.
TECHNICAL ADVICE is available to all ALRDT pazh en 2 prospt basis through the mail or even by phone. It’s free and
!

it’s not guaranteed, hut it iz usual Yy @ 2stions and  answers of general interest will be published in subsegusnt
izsies of Transfer En,

forrespondssce with ALRGC officers and with the Editor of Transfer Boy is to be addressed tp:

ALRL

s zhould be made payable to The dssociation of Land Rover

ALREC, It is dedicated to he‘pzng and entertaining Land Ravers
f11 manner of articles and compents hae1na ta do with Land Rovers arse
gprer’s ieus,

mat, =along with photos and illustrations, The editz
the accuracy of the material, and to edit. (hich '5
ised, full bibliographic information should be provided,
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Transfer Box is cat cosyrichtsd, and uo cot.snsaiien is offered for material published therein, Upon request, materiai
can e returped toocontribotors.

terly, falliag aa tho I5th day of January, April, July and October. To assure publication in
dy nts aust bo received on the first day of the preceding month, Back issues aay he

i hn h classitied and layout forms, Non-commercial classified ads from ALROC
oFs Wil : L uuless otherwise requested, There is no cha rgz2 to aembers in good
stzﬁﬁing LLFEﬂulrel 2nd ALR-RERIEF s fied ads 2r2 ic be prepaid at a rate of £$0.50 per 4 inchi 12 pitch line per

izsug, The editor roseryes i

. scure abiirzviations. Half-page and full-page layouts are available
at C98.00 and 315,60 reswnctively per izsua, The preparation of relatively sisple layouts from rough submissions is
offered at ro extra charoe,

Knile apparently isplausiblp adyz ina cizias will be gueztiﬂ:ei ; 1nr to publlratxﬁn. the Trans‘er uﬂk tﬂam and
ALRET camno® he held responsiblz for o ; i a
accorped a 19 discount,

-
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You are invited to understand that not all the problems
that befeld #24 were forseeable, I have had all the
misfortune that could befall any person trying to get

a magazine out by a deadli ne,

There was the day that the gremlins got to the
sencil maker? some weeks ago and it took weeks to get it
to make morc., Then the printer got inot dificulty, it
wouldn't print. Thne the inker went west. But here we
are on phe brink of another issuc. lie kudos go to our
founder,-mentor and president for his patience, He is
you know. (patient )

It is noted elsewhere that Rhonda Wood provided some
of our .copy ready to take to the stapler. A HUGE thanks.
We are indebted to an cld magazinc lost somewhere in the
archives for the cover picture. It is to celebrate the
4Oth year of Land Rover. Surc it is old but it is taken
along with #22 and shows the Progress.

You will note that the change in postal arrangements
ellows us to skimp on cnvelpoes but we pay nearly twice
as much to get them to take the magazine. Oh well that
is progress.

In order to streamline we have left the Presidents,

Vice presidents and club message

{0

s oube.

C

There will be other issues and we will have some great
news to add at the end of April when the final plans for
the 2nd Annual All West Rally will be announced.

We will have some news from Ottawa Valley and Island

Rovers then teo.



The differential or third member of the drivetrain, be it the one that hums,
whines or goes clunk in the night, after a hard day in the bog, ie not all that
complicated. One of the main causes of ditferential failures is contaminated
lubricant or lack of it, so it's well worth the time spent to roll under and check
these thinge because preventive maintenance is much simpler and cleaner I might add,
than overhgul. However, if your diff. does deveiop one of the aforementioned maladies,
necessitating a major operation, you might want to read on.

Now you might think it unneccessary to mention that the half shaftis need to be
removed prior to the diff., but I did come across & guy who had struggled for some
time before realizing it. So much for the manual he was reading. RNexi drain off the
0il, rem ove the diff. and put it on the bench. It's important to note that before a
gin-le boli is turned, one of the bearing caps should be marked with & centre punch
to line up with a corresponding puch mark on the hoveing to ensure both caps go back
on the same side. With removal of races, caps and adjusting wheels, the' lef't and
right sets can b e tied together with a piece of string unless they are to be replaced.

In terms of ring and pirion gear installation, there are two basic terms to keep
in mind. (;) pinion depth and {2) backlash.. Pinion depth or shecking distance is
the measured distance from the back of the pinion gear to the centre line of the ring
gear. To alter the pinion depth, you either add or subtract shims from benind the inner
pinion vearing race. When replacing the ﬁinion, use the shims removed on stripping at
least .020" should be used to essiablish a starting point. If the shims were budly
damaged they should be replaced. There is & pinion depth gauge available but it is rather
gxpensive and hard to get, so tue alternative is to install the pinion without the seal
and attach a scals, try tne one in your fishing tackle box. Thie iz to establish bearing
preload using about 2 feet of buicher's cord, wrap around the pinion ffange, make a small
loop in one endé and attach thie to the hook on tie pull scale. Make a steady pull with
the sc ale and once the pinion is turning feeely, check the reading on tis scale, it
ahould be between 6 and 10 lbs. Once this has been achieved, replace the pinion seal
and instasll tne ring gear, the finer details are in your manual.

Before you decide you've had enough of this lot and start thumbing back to read
about someone's lstest bush crashing adventures, it's reminded that this isn't
difficult, just a bit time consuming. With the diff. aspembled, the backlash can be
ohecked to make sure of no mis-alignment in riog and pinion gears., To do this,
position a dial indicator perpendicular to the tooth travel, Hold the pinion
gecurely and turn the ring gear through it's backlash. Movemente shouldn®t exceed
,008 - .010 inch. Place the dial indicator at tiree positions on the ring gear und
adjust backlash accordingly. Onc e this clearance is satisfied, the tooth contact
should be checked. Prepare a concoction of red lead powder {obtainable at your
peint store) and engine o0il, tien paint it on both sides of the ring gear teeth,.
Similate a load on the gears by hulding a piece of wood beiween the ring gear and
the housing, to cause friction on the ring ;ear while soweone turns the gear in the
nornal direction of rotation. A contact patirrn will show which is comparable to that
of actual use. By this final check, the accurzcy of tue pinion depti will be confirmed
ae to whether it needs to be moved zgnin. 1% should be noted thatil wien installing a
new gear aet, be sure tiey are a matched set by comparing the numbers on the two ge-rs.
We worked on & tooth pattern or quite soue time until this was discovered, but i.en BgLin
there were four differentiaies in pieces a.l .ver the work bench, so do as we say and not
g8 we do and it will all work cut as things usually do in a successful operation. A1l
things being equal, about 2 hours out and mobile again. ;

By Robin Stringer
island Rovers



ASSOCTATION LAND ROVER OWNERS of CANADA

FINANCTAL STATEMENT

1 July 1986 %~ 31 July 1987

Opening Balance

RECEIPTS
Membership $ 1,185.00
Denations 65.60
Advertising 180.00
Sales (back issues

decalss 98,00
From 4LROC Ottawa £00.00
Bank interest 52.62
Miscellaneous 3.85
TOTal receipts $ 2,385.07
DISBURSEMENTS
Printing & Supplies 443459
Postage 677.86
Telephone 103.69
 Misc, Ttems
Rubber stamp 15.76

Returred chequs &

srrvico charges 15.51
Receipt bmok 459
Start—yp loan repayment 25.00

TOT 4L disbursements . 1,286.00

1230.00
CLOSING Balance ‘ $_1,099.07




e Replaces 15 Land Rover parts
of which 6 are potentially
leaking seals

® Precision machined from

Hm:mﬁmamg.:mm:qmﬁma
. luminum
<) TOFIT ALL 21/, LITRE ENGINES = mmmg
w2 | | alloy oniy” @eds Cdn,
s Easy 30 minute installation - assembly 44

using same/bolts _____SPIN-ON' ORDER COUPON

* Uses common, American made, spin-on Yas.

send me ‘Spin-on’ Conversion Kit(s)

built into the Rover filter unit. (A relief valve

is part of the throw-away, spin-on element

and is renewed each time the element is
changed)

Mall to: SPIN-ON cfo PAUL SOCHOLOTIUK
451 ADELAIDE ST. WEST .
TORONTOQ, ONTARIO, CANADA MBV 1T1

filter elements available everywhere | 8t $85.00 Canadian sach. S______ Payment Enclosed |
(Fram #PHBA, Purolator #PER-1, _ _
Sears #45171, Motorcraft #FL-293, AC | NAwE |
#PF-2, or equivalent) CAN. TIRE. 17-1704 | |
» Pays for itself by saving money on 18 i _
elements costs “ CITY __
* Eliminates the spring loaded relief valve | COUNTRY CODE
|
_

Ui, oo bl s e LRI AL o




By Jeremy Clark

iy first Land Hover-experience took place in l'ontreal sonetime in the
mid fifties. The Land llover in que-tion was a hluve I09 soft top "Hadio lescue
AaCt,  What Jistinuished this Land Rover from my other toys was first of all
thot it was not a Dinky but a Corsi z2ni secondly that each axle had its o

spring suspension! I'recollect that it was miven to ne as a Coristmas present
and that Christmas day I ren it all over the living room ferniture, while my
sister arraenged her doll house, ad my fother sot under the Christmas tree
reading the Northern !iner, and plotting the deal to end all deuls,

Lhairobi, I973. Leavins the large jumbo Jjet, I could not help noticing
that all the service vehicles on the tarmac were Land Hovers—it was obvious I
had arrived in o civilized place, ifter v rious pi'ne trinsfers, I ended up .
on a very deserted dirt airstirin somevhere in northern Zanwia. This was not
exactly tne portrait that had been painted Tor re when I was hired on campus.
back in rontreal, You ‘now nrbies evem: ni ht, Ji~ver jockets, pith helmetis

etes I must admdit I felt :uite foolish “tanding in the :ildle of nowhere,

’

-

clutchiny; seversl sect ons of a ham radio anvenn#, an. irying not to panic,
~ventually a local contractor whizzed by and save e a 1ift into town, where
I found the cormany house, Iuside were two other snell-siocked individuals—
we looked at each other and all hroke dowmn laughing, They also bad been sold

& load of goods., The next - we were piled into & very new I09 and driven

vo commeny headquarters, |
tonth=br=rmonth “lew by. iy neivhbour®s constant atteation to his Land :
Rover left me in total awe, Bob Van der.., had bought his 88 at a local nine ;
u

o



avetion., The fwmiture of his flat was truly unique, A huge sear from a 200
ton Llectra ilaul dusp truck: forred his living room table, liis eleciricsl fix-
tures were eqyually unusual--all manufactured by Joseph L. himself, .the prince
of darlness, The ldichen cupboards held their own... next Lo every saaled
container of suger or coifee was a land Hover nart... door hinse carefully
polished, spar'c plus, sneedoreter, This snectacle of mechanical life across
the road froi. rir ©lat rade the deepest imnression on me. Due to ry nonexist-
ent savings, the only vebicle I could aflord was a I9-year old lover riodel
75--a liover at least, but not what I really wanted. It's previous owner,
Hans, had disbinguished himself by running a border post in Bot swana, and
having been shot al numerous tires. One expended bullet had moncced to f£ind
its way into hiz rear end, adding incredile zest to his story every time we
heard it at the iudne club, 8» hkinz of the iiine club,” this was an institu-
tion thot will alvave rerain der “o my remory, Zamuian beer and listening
to the ju'e hox, Davie Jones and “cheer up -leepy Jean oh what can it mean,
L0 & aaydrean believer,

Cal -ary 1975. +ith Africa securely ount of rv system, ¢t least so I
thought, I “ecided io wander nround town, Lake a2 break from a long field trip
installing radio resr id the Rocky fountains. Lo and elold, I came into an
industrisl section and there on a small lot were three G's, 1" immediztely
foundt the owmer and discovered that they were sovernment surplus and could be
purchesed. iy job suddenly: sank into insiomificance and on the following
Honday, I stormed into the ioyel Nank, =ot & demand loan,. and shortly after,
drove I29--a camouflaged British /rry Lend Rover off tne lot. One of the

fellows I wes working with ascured me he had rolled his. iend Rover dowm o

T e



incident.

trail oun Beaverfoot Range and desosite a few deits, had driven off without
He did ~dvise, however, th.t 1
cabin to he-t it uo.

]lontrel%]. .

ATter Sy i

reroute mr exhaust piove through the
this encourtge:rent, 129 crosssd Conads back to
= 129 =&

vas in order,

round rontresl for severtl ye:rs, I decided a rebuild
started to Fill with Load Hover puris. To a

srersing st 19l of cryotic

o 7 e

5
Following the exarmle of oblner local fanstics, iy apart.ent
to this inventory, was an ini-
and Jocunents requirsd to overhaul & non-

standﬁrﬁ.éﬂévolt-ra&io tyoe. In narallel with iy cebuildine enthusiasm was
an equally growing.fdeterioration in ry personal lile, Woren ‘o ot share iﬁ

the udvéﬁbvges of realacin: selenim rect . |
they enfoy watehini: television on jumn se

ctifiers wit o silicon mmes, nor o
seat
and inereas ngly Friisy and iatv&ﬁay ni-his were
the zarage

ts. Tais I uzs very slow to 1eafn,
s ent in lonely viqii
Wnat I had thought
ronths and. eventually vears,

Finally in the sorivy
bly last {viend Diene helped : e lower

. in
would he 2 sevc-al weel job, turned into
&

roar
Pl

)
of T962 rr Lest and proba- |
rebuilt enpine into the chassis, ;
i
It would Le impos:iile to thank all the people who assisted me in this :
rebuild, David loane:! me iiis backyard during stripdown, and Tony , ave up a Y
. n o1 . . . . . .‘
lot of his time helping re rerove iy enzine and carting it out to Sam's \
; v |
i b
to hsve it rebuilt. .
‘Tanjungkaran-, South swa tra 1962, Darely wecks after the last cagmium
plried bolis (reioved fro: a retired 7C  icrowave ridio reveater) had fas-
tened the rear hox ito the chassis, the vhone rang acd I was off acain,
will never forret myv first day n Tndonesia. I wes

=

g
in chirge of a [ield
party who!s job was to survey and lay the sroundwork for a new corsmunication



system in Southerm Gumatra. The very dsy I acrived, the darco £olo idotel had
a special showing of ‘weut of Jaova with rasximillian Shell. Irom the window
of ihe hotel one could see Lamoung Say and heyrond that "inak rekateu', or
son of Krakavau, the volcano trat blew up in 1.63. The tids) wave it . .caused

- ended up just iiterally metres ~elow where I sat, OCur survey -arty started
out fron.the hotel in twd I09®s courtesy of .r. Jarman from Champion Motors
in Pzlembang. Our drivers,. Abbas and Ibr-hinm suided us faithfully for one-
i month.all over Lampungz and .Sumatre Selatan provinces, None on this planet
aechably inows-iand Rovers betteor than these two rellemen... At night afeer- -

‘we called-if"a day, thew would work fitfully to remair anything required and

gake adjustmemts. - Their tools amounted to nothing more than would fit Into

‘% szell baz-yet even a brake jobysan axle chan~e or bullding a pontoon bhridee
. out. of ceeoarut trees w:s just an cversze Jay#s work Lo then,” .y heart beats

- when I think of ¢riving alon~ the cousst road, the Sund~ Htraits on my rizht

and fladja“laesa on ry left. The swe't pouring down ry oack...the rice paddies,

villeges with hundreds of kids turned oubt provc:ly in their red and white
school uniforms aind of course Abbas rvidin. the 109 ¢ -efuwlly missing all the
hioles, with a wide :rin and com lete coriidence.

Toronto 19687. .ell here L an sturbing at =y blve ra’io —eacue I09.

1—
~

a ion wey from ! onrtreal in 150, but cur’ously enourh, like dead

=i

reckoning symbols on & navi-iion chart, Land Rovers and radio have played

major roles in ny life, in faci, they have become a way of life.




AN FOVER HULES S H#

B . 3# ) . . -

Jason Dawell won the Jeep Cup Off-Road Rally divisional event stgged

in Durhem, Ontario July 1lth, 1987. There was a finld of farty- -

eight vehicles including some incredible jacked-up V-8 monsters and

only two Land Rovers. Somebedy. was heard to say after the event: "Some e
guy ffom Ottawa won it, in a Lgnd Rover, can you believe it?" .

.Jason gets a facfbry ride in Reno to run in the main ovent, Good-— -
Luck Jason. Too bad you can't have a 110 from solihull for the

n final rallyl ) "
(* american manufacturer of two- & four-wheel-drive vehicles)

_ ‘ . ~ ] N )
The above comes-to us from Ottawa Valley LAND ROVERS, for which eur thanks. ‘Jason
Dowell has"a long asseciatidn with ALROC and was am~ng those presen}t at the founding
meefing in Ottawa some ten years ago. We, too, extend our compliments and.best wishes

to Jason orf theso eventas.
WHICH REMINDS US o . .- through a little bit of a numbers gamo and a search through

mounds eof paper, it hasd been determined with apsolute certainty
that it was February, 1977 when, in Ottawa, we handod eut a broad~sido to all and
sundry with a Land Rover cennection gd-érgebBeptentept dé a New Testament for Old Land
Rovers acrmoss tho country. - *The first meeting of*a formal kind was held in May '77
in Confgrence .l}c‘;om'-'#ll - of‘t.l're’ Ottaewa 'Citizen'." Therein is the®genosis of &LR(C,

THE LAND-ROVER OWNERS! CLUB of AUSTRAIT4 oxtenéds an invitation to® ALROC, and al%-

: - . . e - "Land Rover Clubs the werld ever, to attend
an Internsgiona® Land Rover Cenvention  in Mgrch, '1988. The nine-day programme will
be held to coincide with tho Australian Bicentenary Celebratiens . The small historic.
township ef Braidwood 80 kms or so from-their <Capital Canberra, is €o be-the site“of -
the Land Rover gctivitjes., For furthercinformation write Mr Kevin La Motte, Convent—
ion Organizer, Sidney Rranch' LROC4, P.0O. Box 126, Strawberry Hills, N.S.W 2012.

WE SALUTE . . . . 41 Sigurdsen of Bdmonton, 4lberta for his efforts in recent months

in pulling together members of the same preed in thet Province, :
This gentleman operates under the flag of The Land Rover R gister of 4lberta which
carries one of the neatest & aporopriate of logos for the®purpose to come our. wWay - -
hglf Maple Leaf & half Union Jack in cenjunction. - Published at irregular inter—
vals 1is the ROVEREGISTER NOTEBOOK, the 2nd number of which was published in dugust.
This is a most excellent centribution to LR tribal matters in Canada. Not the least
virtue of this latest gdditien to the IR vault af heaven is the writing style of
of its NOTEBOOK's author — -~ — an unforced kind of bubbley moon-struck dry wit that
makes it ene of tho most engaging publicgtion of its kind anywhere. The werd for it is
'inimitable'. We wi:h the 4lberta comnexicn every success and look forward to receiving
future copios of the NOTEBOOK. Its addross is The Land Rover Register of Alberta,
P.0. Box 5035 Station 'E!, Edmonton 4lta T5P 4C1

"LAND ROVERS HAVE REPLACED CAMELS IN 4 LANDSCAPE STREWN WITH WRECKED CARS THAT DIDNT

MAKE IT.® So reads a sub-hegd in the magazino Real Travel, Summer edition 1987.

The article is an expatiatory piece on organized/packaged desort tours. Seme good pictwrs:
along with the goed words. The mggazine is published at #310, 1167 Kensington Crescent

NW, Calgary, 4lte,,Canada T2N 1X7. $2.95 . . . . BACKPACKER Magazine for July '87
carries a not—too—flattering account of Lgnd Rover performance in the 4ustralien Outback
as laid on by R.J. Reynolds International Camol Trophy. Never does the author tell us
what it is about Toyota Lgnd Cruiser that makes it superior te Land Rover identical
circumstances. Excallent photo—spread of a new 90 LR bonnet~deep. in a river.



SPECIAE THANKS . . « to Rhonda Vicod (always a hard act to fellew) fer her excellent
. article on the All-West Land Rover Rally, 1987 published else-
where in these pages,and to Roverlanders of British Columbia for permission to re-print.

NEW HORIZONS . . . yet ' another Good Thing is in store for the Land Rover fraternity. &n
B independently published monthly magazine from-the UK yclept Land
ver er. Glossy, 50 op mor or less, some celeur with bread spectrum centent rich
in seurces, owner opininn, narrative & experiences & lotsacfpix. Pricey sort of.
25 pounds UK Sterling (roughly $50 at present rate of exchange here; check with your
Banker) . Cheque or postal order payable to ILRO Publications; address to Land Rever Owner,
66 Mount Street, Diss, Norfolk, England, 1P22 3QQ.

CHAMP—ING AT THE BIT . . . ALROC member Mr C. James, Box 195, drmadale, Nova Scatia,
Canada B3L 4J9 is seeking help threugh our pages s follmws;
we are enly tes pleased to afford him our co—opergtirn, Mr James will welcome any informa-—
tion on the whereabauts of the FV1800 dustin Champ breughtte Canada (twn at least known)
and, if ‘any, to the'US4. Sources of printed matter, photms, atc. Mr James will defray
reasonable cost for phetocopies. d4s well, our member will welcome information in any
j&rm from persons with hands—on or even night—mare experience with this creaturo out
of\dustin. 4s Nr James puts it: pleaso be charitabln, this could someday gfflict semeone
o know!

i ’
A% _ 5, P
FOR SALE . . * Lgnd Rover 1966, 109". Warn hubs, winch, manuals. Needs brakes and

iy * charging system. Frame, poor, Write Jamin Tattersfiabd, Box 134,

Pemberton, British Columbia VON 2L0. Phene (604) 894 6603.

FOR SALE , ., o Land Rnver 109 Station Waggen; re-built IR 4 cyl meter, Warn 8000
winch, gin pole. Enquiries te Richard Merrell, ‘843 Lee dvemue, White

Rock, B.C. (604) 538 2722, :

FOR §4LE , . , Lanc€ Rover 1966, 88", running erder, needs work-ever; frame net all

thet bad; winch. 4180 remains eof 1965 88". Good, body panels & glass,

engine & transmission, locking hubs. Enquiries te: 4LROC, #185, 1450

Jehnston Read, White Rock, B.C. V4B 5E9 (604) 536 5580.

O, 5. Liees Unicug, Load Rover conversion.  Chev 6, Series III trans.
Coriperized te slesn 3, Updated desh, console, coil
sprung, Ira e boxcd with steel, lwuch luech more,
alan dlargiseon, LO22 Locurno Lane, Vicioric, 3.0
2hone GOL 721 0565

For Sgle:..or .Swan Land Lever <2109 Jand, lover..sall stock: . 68
v e i | - . . . ” v :
L2485 C Lexcensliye rejular service, soire rebuilding.
Lot on tue hoad for 3 vears. Contact box 6336

Victoria, 3,8 ViP 380 4
AT A T . 2 2 e ) : s
APR 5S4l o Laad Rover 1963, €6, vinei,-body good, :echanics fair,
K& Lov miles, beow of the .road for: 7 yecurs, iHeeGs brakes.
A, e : . -~ T 5 .
¢ 22000 Tirm. Inguire Is:ilnd hoevers, Box 633¢, Victorim
IV Ea) 2
; VL:P [,,(a-O
\ . iBo
FOL 5:iLB... Series III fyll synchro trensmission,transier box coidlete
iror bell siwousing wo park brekes 5500 firm, =iy Leed
seols, been sitiing on the floor for 3 VEETS.

IIIL Trong, . Boi, 6336, Viesaria, 83 Ce VP 4G0



ROVEREPORTS

The All-West

Land Rover Rallye

by Rhonda Wood
photos by Russ Sterling, Andre Maier
&Phil Carter

Graveyard shift finally over,
"Emily" gased, ociled, pumped and
loaded: my first 4WD run ever!

It had begun in a conference room
back in the early spring, when the heads
of all known Land Rover clubs in Canada
met and discussed a pan-club event.
Harold Huggins and Ron Reid of ALROC,
Ron Low and Steve Bradshaw of the
Island Rovers and Mike McDermott from
the Ottawa Valley. The end result was a
3-day 4x4 weekend starting from just
below Princeton on the Hope-Princeton
highway, going roughly west until we hit
the Coquihalla - hopefully on the free
side of the tollbooths.

With a starting time of 09:30,
Saturday, August 1st, | was planning a
slow'n'easy trip, reaching Placer Creek,
at the north-east corner of Manning Park
Friday night. Ray Wood loaned me his
1964 2-door 109, Emily, who turned out
to have her own ideas regarding 4x4
techniques: not for Emily was there the
instant feathertouch braking, nor was
her passing by to be o'er quickly
forgotten, if the constant flow of oil from
the rear engine seal was anything to go
by. But she was a lovely lady - how
marvelous to be behind the wheel of a
Land Rover again !

Phil Carter was to be Host that
night and general urger-on of
late-comers the next morning, and | left
Vancouver at about 1:00 pm so he and
his overdrive would pass us; if we were
in distress, he might even stop...Just
past 200th when | caught sight of a dark
Land Rover barrelling along - in the fast
lane yet. It was Phil - convoy!

The weather was bright and sunny,
dark clouds, hard rain - | couldn't help
but think that Aart will be deliriously
happy if it's pouring on the trail. At
Similkameen Falls, a rainbow above the
river - a good sign. Suddenly Phil winged
off onto the soft shoulder and

Nineteen Land Rovers and One
Suzuki ready to start.

screeched to a halt; | had to overshoot,
Emily not being predisposed at that
moment to stop. Phil had seen a little 80"
coming down: Terry Mitchener and
daughter from Westbank.

At Placer Creek Phil started up his
kitchen cum dining room out of the back
of his 109 as | amused myself by
returning waves and honks from people
going by - and there were a lot of honks -
and put frantic but fruitless efforts into
waving in two huge Labbatts trucks
roaring by: | was rewarded with big grins
and honks. Well, | tried...Suddenly, out
of the blue - an invitation to a full steak
dinner came from the back of the 109 -
lordy how we do rough it in the bush. We
sat in the dusk with coffee, greeting
about 8 Land Rovers before10:00pm.
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Come the dawn, or more precisely 09:15, those who had landed during the
night gravitated back up to the highway, and we continued to flag down those who
had in some cases driven 150miles just before starting the run. Introductions
flowed and vehicles poured over, then we were off. | lept joyfully into Emily - who
wouldn't start. Rumrumrum. "Rhonda.” Harold Huggins leaned in through the
passenger window. "These things usually start better if you turn the key ?" Jeez.

We reached the seismic trail at Friday Creek within a few minutes, stopping
on it to gather and set our hubs. Once we were moving along the trail, | was
immediately taken with how the Rover seemed to drive herself, as cliché as that
sounds; apart from a rather alarming arthritic crunkling from Emily as we gently
undulated aver, into and out, | quite enjoyed the whole thing. The weather was
grand with the proverbial sunlight sparkling through the trees, the trail dry & grassy
for the most part, with a healthy growth of alder between the tracks and the
occasional puddle habouring the occasional spring-eating boulder. As the 1964 88
in front gradually pulled ahead out of view, | kept Emily's young sister Sam ( a 1978
109 ), with Ray and clan aboard, in the rear view mirror. The trail quickly got to be
not terribly obvious: the trick seemed to be to head for any break in the foliage.
Doing just this on a right turn, Emily's front end suddenly began dropping, and
before me lay a most peculiar sight: air.

| caught a glimpse of a Land Rover front end whizzing around the bend at the
bottom, which didn't seem right, and a sprinkling of bedding, food, tools and people
all down the hill. And Emily was still moving. | pulled/pumped/ground everything |
could reach and stopped. Inhaling for what seemed the first time in a week, | could
hear young Evan Wood: "Dad, | think there's a hill"....do tell. Emily was shifting.

Phil Carter's banner on his
109 at Placer Creek.

Top left:

From the top: Aart van der Star's
early-80s Military Lightweight.
Terry Mitchener's 1952 80", possibly

the oldest Rover there.
Aart's 1955 107 pickup, the First Aid
truck, driven by John Parsons.

Left: We Three: Andre & his 88,
Emily and Terry's 80



The '64 88 had apparently lost control on the loose surface, rolling side over side, then
end over end around the bend: Russ Sterling's first sight of his follower was of its roof as the
rear end pointed skyward - it came ta rest as in photo. Gail & Russ were on hand immediately
with bandages for a hand injury to one of the 3 young men, who was later taken into town fdr
stitches. The 88 was able to PTO itself out of the bush, the bumper was pulled straight and
both crew & vehicle finished the trip! Needless to say, | let Ray take my Rover down...

We reached the Whipsaw by early afternoon, where talk buzzed around about The Hill
we had to go up, dread, dread, dread. Vehicles began to splinter off to attack the next leg,

eventually a group of about six of us headed for Lodestone. Following Andre Maier's swirling
dust clouds, | could just see Terry's headlights behind me and,after a time, it was apparent
there were only the 3 of us. The trail became much like before: a bit rockier, darker & damper;
| was glad for Andre's patience and careful approaches - several times he stopped and
suggested attacks for me. It was obvious that Terry needed no advice - the 80 fascinated
me, happily tacking anything in its path.

The topography was by now
becoming quite different, moving into
the alpine, with explosions of tiny
flowers in a rich green mantle. We =
reached Wells Lake and stopped to -
stretch and check oil levels, then
remounted our steeds, and rambled
on and up. And up and up... so
where's THE HILL anyway. ;
Andre stopped at the base of a
dry waterfall: the grin on his face & <
horrified me. THE HILL? Eeeek. By &#s s
this time we were joined by Hal Berry, &
and after a brief inventory of §
equipment, there was nothing for it but {3
the old push-me-pull-you routine. &=
Andre gunned his 88 up about 1/3 of &
the leg, a rope was taken from the 88
up to a pulley on a tree and down to  Top left: The Rollover
Emily, who then reversed, pulling From the top: Yaes, that's
Andre up far enough to continue upon where is was.. Emily's roof
his own. Me next: a rope snaked up c€an just be seen at the top of
around a corner to Andre, who was out  the hill.
of sight, and with choruses of Emily hanging 7.50x16s.
gogogogo we bounced, ground and
spun, keeping a wary eye on that Left: Andre's 88 just before
murderous rock on the right. Then being pulled up the other
Terry's turn to be brought up by the HILL.




109: more gogogogo and suddenly Emily's rear
member ripped apart. Terry was ok, continuing up
on his own. Hal made it up almost unaided. Now
we would have had terrific photos of all this, if a
Certain Someone had put film in their camera! A
few minutes later, at a point where | seemed to
be sitting on the door, the 109 started to spin and
fall backwards: we were caught up and lying on
our side. Terry and Andre came back (thank you,
thank you) and, pushing on the roof, we soon
had her righted.

We had our lights on by the time we reached
the lake, where we crawled/fell out and
congratulated ourselves. Andre rubbed Emily's
left wing: she had not escaped from her lie-down
unscathed. Nerts.Terry pulled out his 5lb
persuader and bashed the rear member back into
shape - it looked awful.

Sunday morning dawned clear and bright
and boy, did my hands ache. Raymond, owner of
a beast of an 88 (one of the few making it up The
Hill unaided), and who had arrived sometime in
the night, had his kitchen going in no time - yours
truly once again forced ahem to rough it with

which was very evident throughout. This was.
one of the best attended Land Rover events in
British Columbia in years, and | sincerely hope
it will become a regular happening.

| think something worthy of mention was
the actions of the young folk on the trip: it was
a great pleasure to have them. And they
proved very helpful and responsible - in some
cases for me, downright indispensible in
critical moments. | look forward to seeing them
again - and more kids: not many 4x4 groups
can offer our peculiar brand of sanity (?)
required for family-oriented outings!

Here's to it all again next year!

Top: George Taylor at Wells Lake
Middle: The First Aid truck gets a bit
itself from Aart.

Bottom: Ye Editor's white knuckles,
with Andre ahead and Terry reflected
in the window above the tire.

bacon, sausages, eggs, toast, coffee - | love this 4x4
stuffl Because | had to be back for work Monday, | said
my goodbyes, and waited for someone else with a need
to get out that day. By 2:00 the first vehicles came
through - Sam and the Wood contingent! Nervously
twisting my hair and chewing my nails, and staying out of
arm's reach, | took Ray for a tour of the new improved
Emily... well, I'm still here, typing the story!

| headed for home soon after that, racing over

-endless miles of Jackass Mountain - landing on the

wrong side of the toll on the Coquihalla reaching
Vancouver at 9:00pm on the nose.

Space prohibits here for now, but there are of
course many stories to be told: a side trip was taken by
a few to the top of Lodestone Mountain; the efforts put
into getting the main body up The Hill were long and hard
- on people and equipment; the casualties were
numerous - the 107 lost both diffs shortly after The Hill,
several others lost springs, diffs and lots of ail - every
one was brought out, some tenderly, some
self-propelled battered & glorious, some unscathed. But
all this was surely outweighed by the fun & camaraderie




